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Debates around space, cities, and religion have been a focus of academic interest
in a range of contexts (Abruzzese 1999; Becci, Burchardt and Casanova 2013;
Garbin and Strahn 2017; Gutiérrez 2005; Gutiérrez, de la Torre and Castro
2011; Hernandez 2007; Hervieu-Léger 2002; Portal 2009).' The intention of the
present chapter is to explore the relation between territory and religion, and to
understand the ways in which religiosity is expressed in the urban environment:
its forms, its features, and its characteristics. Focusing on the heart of the
discussion regarding the visibility (or invisibility) of religious expression in
public space (Burchardt and Becci 2013, 12) as well as its various dimensions
and implications, I seek to understand the religious geography of a particular
case. I depart from the thesis that there are three dimensions to the manner in
which space is occupied by faith—that is, the way in which faith constructs the
significance of space and, ultimately, resemanticizes it: the macro, the meso, and
the micro. Each of these is the result of a specific connection to the sacred, moving
from the official and institutional to the collective and, finally, the individual. At
the same time, this chapter seeks to show the dynamism of the season of popular
religious initiatives within the public space and the corresponding implications
of interventions on the part of the authorities.

Toward these ends, I reflect on some of the results of an empirical investigation
conducted in the popular colonia of Ajusco, Mexico City, from 2008 to 2018.
The study’s intention was to understand the distinct characteristics of religious
experience in a Mexican neighborhood; its multidisciplinary methodological
strategy was carried out with irregular intensity during specific periods. The
research relied on dozens of thorough interviews, a survey, a photographic

registry, and field notes. The data was interpreted with statistical instruments, a
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